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Th e mium i DATE ^^^S^^a^cSS) in this application. If not included 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION UN i ht w emi i o» v aDDrooriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 

ESS £ rLlow«'sNOT^ £SfSSSS is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
oHhe See ?we««on by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . E| This communication is responsive to the amendments filed September 1, 2004 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-3 5-9 11,12 and 14-27. 

3. B The drawings filed on 10Mav2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) ISl All b)DSome* c)DNone of the: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. H Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage applicafon from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
SeSow Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this appl.cation. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
* n A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
D ^^SS^^^KXi (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declarafon ,s deficient. 

6 □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. _ ft „ ov u 

' (a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b ) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . ♦ haria nt 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

, Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11, 12 and 14-27 are allowed. 

2 The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: for claim 1 , 
the prior art does no, diso,ose an apparatus for facilitating the connection of tubuiars 
usingatopdrive, the apparatus comprising a supporting member for supporting a too, 
and coup,ing.he«oo,«o,hetopdrive, whereby thetoo, is rotatabie by the top d ri ve, 
^sein combination with the res. o, the .imitations in the Calm. For claim 14, the pnor 

tubular usingatopdrive, the method compHsing engaging the flrs. tubular with a too, 
attached tothetop drive and engaging the top ddve to rotate the f,.t tubuiar relative to 

Cairns 20 and 27, the prior ar, does not disclose a top drive system comprising a top 
dri ve and a structural intermediate or connector operatively coupling a tubular gripping 

a„owthetubu,argrip P ing apparatus, move hoH Z onta„y relative to the top drive and 
aliowthetubular gripping apparatus, be rotated by the top drive, these in combination 

apparatus for facing the connection of tubulars using a top drive, the apparatus 
comprising a means for allowing substantia, horizontal movement of a supporting 
^mberforsupportingatooLwhereinthe means comprises a rigid member arranged 
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b e tw een th ep,a t eand«hesuppor U n gm e mb e r an d a rr an 8 edonat 1 eas«onea X ,e, 
wherein,hemeansco m prisesat,eas,onearrn arranged between the rigid member and 

with the rest of the limitations in the claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and. to avoid processing deiays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Essama Omgba whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4532 The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (1 0-7:30) Firs, Friday oft 

supen,isor, Peter Vo can be reached on (571, 272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

nation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Paten, Application Informal Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published appl— may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status in— for unpublished applications is available .rough Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see h«p://pair-airect.uspto,ov. Should 

you have q ues U onson access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Application/Control Number: 09/762,699 
Art Unit: 3726 




Essama Omgba 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3726 



eo 

November 26, 2004 



V 



